
Be ready, Tampa Bay 
City kicks off hurricane season with Expo at MOSI 

M 
ore than 6,900 people attended the 

2015 Tampa Bay Hurricane Expo 

at MOSI, May 30. The expo is 

held each year to mark the beginning of the 

Atlantic hurricane season and give attendees 

the tools they need to be ready for not just 

hurricanes and tropical storms but for any 

kind of natural disaster that could affect the 

Tampa Bay area. 

    “In years past we focused primarily on hur-

ricane preparedness,” said Tampa emergency 

Coordinator Chauncia Willis. “But this year 

the committee decided that we shouldn’t have 

such a narrow focus. People should be ready 

for any type of disaster and that’s what we 

hoped to prepare them for.” 

    This is also the first year the event was 

held inside. In previous years attendees had to 

pay for parking but were allowed free access 

to the event held outside of the indoor exhibit 

area. This year the entire museum was open 

to the public for free including parking.  

    “Nearly all of the vendors who participated 

set up their exhibits inside. It is hot outside 

and I’m sure the decision to bring the event 

indoors had a lot to do with the increased at-

tendance,” said Peter Ignacio, Emergency 

Planner.  

    Tampa Fire Rescue set up static displays 

outside which were popular as always. Truck 

Company 1, Heavy Rescue and Engine 7 let 

event goers tour the apparatus and explain 

their purpose especially during a disaster and 

its aftermath. Lt. Roger Picard 

 

Chief’s Column 

Storm Season 

Page 2 

 

Calendar Girls Award 

Scholarship 

Capt. Luanna Baughman 

Page 3 

 

Signal Division 

Christopher Mygrant 

Page 4 

 

Port Tampa FunFest 

Ingrid Hachmeister 

Page 5 

 

Training Division  

Update 

Capt. David Dittman  

Page 6 

What’s 
Inside 

June 2015 Volume 2, Issue  6 

Meteorologists from the Tampa Bay area formed a panel to discuss severe weather at the 

Tampa Bay Hurricane Expo  May 30. From left: Denis Philips, ABC Action News; Brian La-

marre, National Weather Service; Steve Jerve, WFLA; Chief Tom Forward; Jim Van Fleet, 

WTSP; Mike Clay, Bay News 9; and Paul Dellegatto, Fox 13. Photo by Jason A. Penny 
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H 
urricane season is 

here again. Of 

course, I’m fairly 

confident each of you al-

ready knew that based on 

the fact that we have been 

involved in numerous read-

iness exercises and are fast 

approaching our Citywide 

Severe Weather Exercise in 

a matter of days. Monday 

the Federal Emergency 

Management Agency 

(FEMA) urged residents across the nation to prepare for the 

2015 Atlantic Hurricane season, which began on Monday, 

June 1 and runs through November 30. 

    “Hurricanes and tropical systems can cause serious dam-

age on both coastal and inland areas,” FEMA said in its an-

nouncement. “Their hazards can come in many forms in-

cluding: storm surge, heavy rainfall, inland flooding, high 

winds and tornadoes.”  

    From a safety perspective, I have a simple request for 

each of you while we are yet enjoying this current fair 

weather system: Plan now! Plan well! Be thorough in your 

planning and pay attention to the details. Plan for what, you 

ask? One area easy to take for granted is the requisite fore-

thought and planning we should each accomplish every year 

before the start of hurricane season. It is imperative that we 

take an accounting of our worldly possessions (an inventory) 

in case of a natural disaster. 

    One hurricane hitting where you live is enough to signifi-

cantly disrupt your life and make for a very bad hurricane 

season. More important than that is the planning we should 

accomplish with respect to escape or evacuation routes for 

each of us and our families. Make certain you and every 

member of your family knows what to do if a storm is ap-

proaching. Make sure you each create the necessary check-

lists to run in case storms approach us. These checklists 

should cover things like accountability of family members 

(and pets), accountability of material possessions (your 

worldly possessions inventory), the safeguarding of your 

home and the stuff inside it, which evacuation routes to take 

depending on the position and route of the storm, what to 

take with you if you must evacuate, and who you should 

notify if you must evacuate. It is extremely important that 

you ensure your contact information is correct and that the 

people that require that information have it. Your contact 

information should include your personal cell number(s) as 

well as the contact information for the location to which you 

are evacuating. Especially for our fire rescue family, please 

talk with your family today about how you will communi-

cate with each other during a significant weather event when 

you may not be together or during an evacuation order. 

    As members of Tampa Fire Rescue, you are each a part of 

our extended family. We want to make sure we are there to 

help each other if and when at all possible. Let’s each plan 

ahead so we are best positioned to ensure the safety of our 

families. The alternative is simply unacceptable. A little ex-

tra planning combined with prudent and targeted focus can 

go a long way in saving both lives and hard earned dollars in 

valuable property losses. I believe this is the perfect example 

of that very wise maxim, “an ounce of prevention is worth a 

pound of cure.”  

 

Until next time, stay safe out there and I’ll see you soon… 

Fully Involved 

 

Tampa Fire Rescue Chief: Chief Tom Forward 

Public Information Officer: Jason A. Penny 

Contributors:   Capt. Luanna Baughman  

    Capt. Dave Dittman 

    Christopher Mygrant 

    Ingrid Hachmeister 

 

The content of this newsletter is prepared, edited and provided by the 

Tampa Fire Rescue Public Information Office. Fully Involved is an 

authorized publication for members of the Tampa Fire Rescue depart-

ment and their families. Its contents do not necessarily reflect the official 

view of the City of Tampa or Tampa Fire Rescue and do  not imply 

endorsement thereof. 

From the Chief: 
Storm season 



June 2015 Fully Involved Page 3 

 

Expo 
and Paramedic Denise Youngblood brought their urban 

search and rescue dogs Party Girl and Casey who both re-

ceived a great deal of attention.  

    There were panel discussions which included the meteor-

ologists from the local television stations discussing severe 

weather as well as a preparedness panel. New this year was a 

lecture from Managing Director and Chief Operating Of-

ficer for the Florida Center for Cybersecurity (FC2) at the 

University of South Florida, Mr. Sri Sridharan. During the 

presentation he discussed ways for individuals to maintain 

personal security in the digital age and held  a question and 

answer session afterward. 

     The Tampa Office of Emergency Management holds 

events throughout the year to maintain awareness among the 

citizens of Tampa and to provide them information on how 

best to handle emergency situations.  In addition to public 

outreach events they also hold various drills and exercises to 

ensure city employees and first responders maintain profi-

ciency in handling emergency situations. The City of Tampa 

has published a comprehensive emergency Operations Plan 

that outlines each departments obligations in the event of an 

emergency or catastrophic event.  

    Here are some links to help you stay prepared during the 

hurricane season and beyond: 

-  Tropical Cyclone Preparedness Guide (PDF) 

-  Hurricanes.gov provides hurricane advisories and marine  

   forecasts. 

-  Weather.gov for the latest forecasts for your part of the 

country. 

-  Ready.gov for additional preparedness information. 

-  National Hurricane Center Outreach Resources 

-  Weather-Ready Nation Kids (PDF) 

-  Ready.gov Kids 

From the Chief: 
Storm season 

A 
merica’s Female Firefighters, Inc. award-

ed its first “Sara L. Jones Memorial 

Scholarship” to one of Camp Hopetake’s 

own burn survivors May 16. 

    One of our most treasured calendar girls was a 

long-time cancer survivor Sara Jones, Jonesie, 

who was featured in our 2004, 2007 and the 2014 

Anniversary Edition of the AFF calendar. She ulti-

mately lost her 13-year battle with cancer, but not 

without going down without a fight. She left us to 

carry on her mission; to pay it forward and help 

anyone else in need. 

    The America’s Female Firefighters organization 

has donated more than $450,000.00 to various 

burn camps around the country, including to our 

own Camp Hopetake. In the past, we’ve provided 

three burn survivors with college scholarships.  

This past year the board renamed our scholarship 

the “Sara L. Jones Scholarship” in honor of 

Jonesie. 

    March 1, 2010, changed the life for one of our 

own Hopetake Campers, a girl originally from Mi-

ami, Florida. Adenin Henriquez has been part of 

our family for the last four years. The co-founder 

of AFF met her at the International Burn Camp in Washing-

ton, D.C. and noted something special about this girl. While 

doing my research for writing this, I did not find a person 

who knew her, that did not love her. This special soul has a 

passion for modeling, traveling, and dancing. She is a proud, 

headstrong and confident girl who embraced her scars and 

inspires others like herself and wants to show the world that 

we all have imperfections and we must embrace them.  She 

volunteers at St. Joseph’s Hospital and works a part time job 

and was still able to graduate with honors from Gaither High 

school, class of 2015. 

    All of us in the AFF family felt that this is the type of girl 

that Jonesie would want us to “pay it forward” to.  So we 

were proud to present her with the $3,000 2015 Sara L. Jones 

Memorial Scholarship. 

AFF awards first Sara L. Jones scholarship 
By Captain Luanna Baughman 

Adenin Henriquez, third from right, received the Sara L. Jones Memorial 

Scholarship from five AFF Calendar Girls. From left, Claire Slager, 

Kirsten Schmitt, Luanna Baughman, Henriquez, Kaitlyn McCausland 

and Denise Youngblood. Photo by Jason A. Penny 

http://www.nws.noaa.gov/os/hurricane/resources/TropicalCyclones11.pdf
http://www.nhc.noaa.gov/
http://www.weather.gov/
http://www.ready.gov/
http://www.nhc.noaa.gov/outreach/
http://www.weather.gov/media/owlie/nws_kids_fact_sheet2b.pdfC:/Users/f51727/Documents/Adobe
http://www.ready.gov/kids
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TFR Communications Division “open 24/7” 
By Christopher Mygrant 

T 
ampa Fire Rescue’s Communications Division has 

been at its present location, 2920 E. Henry Avenue, 

since October 2000. Prior to that, the “Signal Divi-

sion,” as it was known back in the day, resided in its own 

standalone building at 2904 N. Mitchell Avenue just south 

of Floribraska between Taliaferro and Nebraska Avenues  

during which time many of firefighters and civilians passed 

through it hallowed halls. For those of you who have been 

on the job for more than 15 years, do you recall when you 

used to pick up your paychecks at Signal? Do you remember 

voting at Signal? Do you remember QSL? Oh the memories. 

Anyway. Moving along. 

    Upon relocating to the Henry Avenue location, Communi-

cations was teamed 

up with TPD’s 

Communications 

Division. We co-

exist with them, but 

our operations are 

completely sepa-

rate. They are what 

is known as the 

primary Public 

Safety Answering 

Point (PSAP) and 

we are known as 

the secondary 

PSAP. What does 

that mean? Well, it 

means TPD (law 

enforcement in 

general) receives 

the 9-1-1 calls first, 

determines if it is 

police, fire or med-

ical and if the call 

for service is fire or 

medical in nature, TPD’s operators will transfer to TFR’s 

Communications. From that point, we will obtain the needed 

information and based on the information provided by the 

caller, the appropriate assistance is dispatched. 

    The division is deemed full manning at 22. Currently we 

are staffed at 21. However, that’s not to say more is not 

needed. With the ever-increasing, innovative ways technolo-

gy is making it easier to communicate with one another; 

those same great ways have seeped into the 9-1-1 world. As 

landline calls gave way to cellphone calls, cellphone calls 

are now giving way to text and picture messaging and in the 

not so distant future, the division will eventually have to 

adapt to this technology and be able to receive texts and pic-

tures from callers. Do we necessarily look forward to it? Not 

really. Only because we feel speaking with a caller allows us 

to obtain better detailed information, which ultimately helps 

those of you out in the field. But we understand things move 

forward in the world and Tampa Fire Rescue must do the 

same. So with that on the horizon coupled with more and 

more people working, vacationing, and living within the city 

limits as well as Florida’s weather, every year the call vol-

ume greatly increases and an additional person or persons 

would help tremendously. 

    With all that said, I want to say that we at Communica-

tions are here to help and assist those who are in need. This 

not only pertains to the citizens who call for help, but for 

those of you out in the field. Firefighters, Investigators, In-

spectors, off duty personnel, et cetera. We are open 24/7 and 

if we can assist you, ask us. We may not be able to, but we’ll 

try. I like to 

invite each 

and every 

one of you to 

visit and 

communi-

cate face-to-

face with 

those of us 

that are on 

the other 

side of the 

radio. I 

know things 

can and do 

get hectic 

and frustrat-

ing running 

certain calls, 

but if you 

have ques-

tions, please 

ask. In fact, I 

propose you 

submit your questions to the editor of Fully Involved. This 

way, those questions can be answered in a public forum and 

possibly answer not just your questions, but those who have 

been wondering the same thing. Keep them brief and not too 

descript in detail due to HIPAA, but provide just enough and 

an answer will be provided. Of course, if your question has 

something to do with a specific complaint or inquiry, I 

would suggest you follow established procedures (feedback 

forms) to obtain your answers. 

    Lastly, I want to take this time to publicly thank the men 

and women who work at Communications. With all the ob-

stacles faced on a daily basis, they do a great job. To the 

first, second, and third shifts, know that your efforts are ap-

preciated and do not go unnoticed. Thank you again. 

 
Christopher Mygrant is the interim Communications Supervisor. 

Communications Supervisor 2 Shannon Sewell handles calls at the TFR Communications 

Division. Photo by Jason A. Penny 
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T 
he City of Tampa, Port Tampa Bay and 

port tenants teamed up to host the Port 

Safety FunFest at DeSoto Park May 16. 

The event was held to educate residents who 

live near the port on what they need to do in 

the event of an emergency at the port. 

    As one of the largest ports in the nation and 

the largest port in the state of Florida, there are 

a number of safety concerns associated with 

living in close proximity to the port. Due to the 

quantity and types of hazardous materials that 

are processed through the port each day, at-

tendees were informed about different safety 

measures in place to alert them in case of an 

emergency. Specifically, experts explained the 

importance of the siren, what it means and 

what to do when they hear it. There was also a 

demonstration on how to shelter in place 

which is a crucial part of staying safe during 

an emergency. 

    Peter Ignacio, an emergency planner with 

Tampa Fire Rescue, was pleased with the 

number of people who attended. “It was a great turnout. We 

had nearly twice as many people show up this year as last 

year,” said Ignacio. He added that the more people that show 

up to events like this the more aware they are of the dangers 

of the port and how to keep their families and themselves 

safe.  

    The event was made even more successful with the help of 

sponsors. Children and their families enjoyed the free Kona 

Ice, Waffle House lunch, and the prizes and giveaways from 

the Museum of Science and Industry (MOSI), Busch Gar-

dens, Lowry Park Zoo, the Tampa Aquarium and the Glazer 

Children’s Museum. 

    Based on attendee feedback the most popular exhibits 

were the Jaws of Life demonstration during which firefight-

ers showed how they perform extrications, the shelter in 

place demo by the Community Emergency Response Team 

(CERT) and the nearly 1,000 free lunches provided by Waf-

fle House. 

Port residents focus on safety at 2015 FunFest 
By Ingrid Hachmeister 

A family learns about the mission of TFR’s Hazardous Incident Team at the 

2015 Port Safety FunFest at DeSoto Park May 18. Photo by Ingrid Hachmeister 

TFR recognized for supporting Frogman Swim 

R 
ory O’ Connor, former Navy SEAL presented a 

combat knife to Chief Tom Forward in recognition 

of Tampa Fire Rescue’s support of the Tampa Bay 

Frogman Swim. The event was first held in January 2010 

and has occurred annually since and is meant to raise mon-

ey for the families of fallen Navy SEALS. Tampa Fire 

Rescue provided service including maritime and EMS as-

sets to ensure the event was successful. This past January 

the event raised more than $390,000 for the Navy SEAL 

Foundation. 

    “This is such a worthwhile event,” said Emergency 

Medical support Officer Lt. Jeff Allred. “As a former Sail-

or myself I know what these guys went through to support 

our nation and now it’s rewarding for us to support them.” 

Allred planned and coordinated all EMS support for the 

event. 

    The swim course runs across Tampa Bay from St. Peters-

burg to Tampa alongside the Gand Bridge. The 2016 event 

will be held on January 17. 

Chief Forward accepts a combat knife from former Navy 

SEAL Rory O’ Connor on behalf of Tampa Fire Rescue 

June 1. Photo by Lt. Jeff Allred 
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Training Division Update 

T 
he training division is pleased to offer, as 

an in service, Propane Emergency Training 

course to all of our personnel. Propane 

Emergencies class will provide you with four con-

tinuing education credits toward recertifying Fire 

Safety Inspector 1, Fire Service Instructor 1,2 and 

3 as well as Fire Code Administrator. This class 

will be provided over a four-week timeframe with 

the final week being offered November 9-13. The 

respective Shift Commanders will be providing a 

rotational schedule so all of our members have the 

opportunity to attend while on duty. Featured in 

this article is the class flier so you can see the out-

line of the class as well as the dates the class will 

be provided. This is an excellent opportunity to 

gain knowledge and obtain the necessary hours to 

keep your certification current through the Florida 

State Fire College. Please remember to bring your 

student FCDICE number to class with you as it 

will be required to input into the FCDICE system 

for the CEU credit. 

    The Training Division is also pleased to an-

nounce that our Tampa Firefighters Apparel Store 

Front is now open. We will offer a variety of TFR 

apparel ranging from TFR Dri fit shirts to TFR 

logo hats. The store front is open during business 

hours Monday through Friday. You can look at the 

current price sheet at the end of the newsletter. 

    Finally I have also attached the upcoming 

Friends of Tampa Firefighters Course Offerings. 

We are pleased to have so many future leaders of 

the fire service attending our classes! You can find 

the list at the end of the newsletter as well. 

By Training Captain Dave Dittman 

I 
n March, ARFF crew members bid a farewell and happy 

retirement to Firefighter Steven Rocha. It marked the end 

of a 25 year career as a firefighter for Tampa Fire Res-

cue. Of those 25 years firefighter Rocha spent the last 12 

years as a firefighter here at the Airport Fire Sta-

tion.  

    Some of his earlier assignments were at sta-

tions that had specialized duties. He was as-

signed to the Hazmat Team, which responded to 

any of the Hazmat incidents within the city and 

county. Steven was also a member of the USAR 

Team as a rescue specialist. He spent over 16 

years of his career as a dependable member of 

the Tampa Fire Rescue Honor Guard. His pride 

and professionalism for the job is to be com-

mended.  

    Steve and his wife Maria, plan to spend some 

time traveling, and then fall into full retirement 

mode. We will definitely miss him at the station, but it is a 

retirement well deserved. Again, we want to a wish happy 

retirement to Steve and hopefully he can come by for a vis-

it—once he is through with his honey-do-list. 

ARFF News: Rocha retires 

Steven Rocha, third from left, retired after 25 years of service in March. 

Photo courtesy ARFF crew. 
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http://www.friendsoftampafirefighters.com
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